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NOTES AND NEWS 



We take from The Nation for March 21 the following notice of a par- 
ticularly important addition to the literature of anthropology and folk- 
lore : " The third volume of ' Anthropophyteia,' the great work on sexual 
folklore, just issued, is edited by Dr. Friedrich S. Krauss, of Vienna, the 
distinguished South Slavic ethnologist; and among the collaborators are 
such specialists as Achelis, Bloch, Herrmann of Budapest, Pitrg, Robin- 
sohn, the late Dr. Obst of Leipzig, and our own Dr. Boas of New York. 
The edition is limited, for the use of students only. In this most impor- 
tant, and yet most difficult and repellent, department of ethnologic investi- 
gation the purpose of the work is to cover the whole field, but with more 
special attention to Europe, particularly the Balkan peninsula, for which 
Dr. Krauss is himself our best authority. The scope of inquiry ranges 
from primitive anthropology to modern — and decadent — civilization, 
through myth, ritual, song, story and proverb. Among the special topics 
treated, concerning which it is obviously impossible to particularize, may 
be noted phallic survivals, supernatural conception, betrothal and mar- 
riage customs, sexual hospitality, the jus primce noctis, erotic dances, 
erotic tattooing, puberty, pregnancy, and childbirth customs and beliefs, 
love charms and proverbs. Previous volumes have treated of South Ger- 
many, Italy, Sicily, Hungary, the Gypsies and the Balkan provinces. The 
present volume deals chiefly with Elsass, upper Austria, Servia and the 
Magyars. The illustrative texts are given in Magyar, Servian and Ger- 
man, frequently in dialectic forms, with accompanying glossaries, render- 
ing the work of great value to the philologist as well as to the ethnologist. 
To the student of civilization the work is a revelation. Many of the 
myths and customs recorded as still existing, particularly in the Balkan 
states, have unquestionably come down from remote pre-Christian an- 
tiquity, and many others, as ancient in origin and crude in manifestation, 
are but recently extinct. Indeed, the pervading bestiality of daily life 
and thought throughout whole provinces of southeastern Europe must be 
a subject of deep concern to all interested in the uplifting of the race." 
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The following note is taken from the second number of Ccenobium: 
" Murakami Sensho, the distinguished author of a history of Buddhism 
in Japan, wished to determine the question [as to religion in Japanese 
families] by means of a questionnaire. He put the following three ques- 
tions to the students at the school for girls, Toyo Jogakko : 1. What is the 
religion of your family? 2. Do you have at home a Buddhist altar or 
Shinto tablets, or are these articles of piety unknown in your family? 
3. Do you recite the prayers morning and evening? The questions were 
presented to seventy pupils, and to the first question answer was made as 
follows: 7 Shinto families, 62 Buddhist families, 1 free-thinking family. 
To the second question the answer was: 2 Shinto altars, 24 Buddhist 
altars, 38 Buddhist-Shinto arrangements. Five families no longer main- 
tained either cult. The answer to the third question was less consoling. 
In 38 families the prayers were said in common morning and evening, 
but in 31 the practise was left to the old people and in 7 it was wholly 
omitted." 

The University of Iowa announces the following program of public 
lectures on 'Practical Ethics,' to be given under the direction of the 
department of philosophy: February 27, 'Food,' Laura Clark Bockwood; 
March 6, 'Drink,' Elbert William Eockwood; March 13, 'Cleanliness,' 
Henry Albert; March 20, 'Best,' Edwin Diller Starbuck; March 27, 
' Poise,' George Edwin MacLean. 

The University of Minnesota has been very fortunate in its experience 
with the study of anthropology. A course in anthropology was offered 
last autumn by Professor A. E. Jencks, then beginning work in the depart- 
ment of sociology, and it was elected by six students. The course was 
offered again, the second semester, beginning on February 4, and has been 
elected by eighty-three students. An advanced course was also offered 
the second semester which has been elected by eighteen students. 

At Brown University lectures have been given by Professor Josiah 
Eoyce, of Harvard University, on ' Provincialism,' and by Professor E. C. 
Sanford, of Clark University, on ' The Bole of the Different Senses in 
Mental Life.' 

In a paper by Munk read before the Berlin Academy of Sciences on 
January 17, on ' The Functions of the Cerebellum,' the author maintained 
that the specific function was the more delicate maintenance and control 
of equilibrium in sitting, lying, standing, walking, etc. 

The first article in Leonardo for February is a translation into Italian 
of the address of Professor William James, entitled ' The Energies of 
Men.' The article is accompanied by a portrait of the author. 

Dr. Harold Chapman Brown, assistant in philosophy at Columbia 
University, has been advanced to the position of tutor in philosophy. 

Mr. Herbert H. Woodrow has received the appointment of demon- 
strator in psychology at Princeton. 



